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Politics of the Media Seminar
Group 2:
The conservative nature of the media

Seminar Preparation

Although the media have an important role in monitoring the establishment, they are also part of the big business community. They tend to have reasonably harmonious relationships with other parts of the business community and with the government. The new media, especially the web, have a more radical edge and have been used to great effect in anti-war campaigns in recent years. Here are some sites that criticise the ‘conservative’ nature of the media. Take a look at a couple of sites and summarise the main arguments they contain and attempt to answer the following question: 
To what extent and in what ways is the mass media a ‘conservative’ force?

Selection

Indymedia UK http://www.indymedia.org.uk/
Media activists and organisations that claim to offer grassroots, non-corporate, and non-commercial coverage of important social and political issues

Medialens http://www.medialens.org/
A media watch project offering criticism of mainstream media and media bias

The Nation http://www.thenation.com
A United States left of centre liberal weekly periodical since 1865

Independent Media Institute www.alternet.org
A non-profit organisation which empowers people with independent journalism, information, and media tools

Fifth Estate Online http://www.fifth-estate-online.co.uk
Online forum specifically for criticising the mass media

British National Party http://www.bnp.org.uk/
A rather ironic example but none the less the BNP are very critical of what they see as an anti-BNP conservative media.

The Global News Project http://www.globalnews.org.uk/
A site funded by the Devon Development Education/Global Centre to help students to develop the ability to think critically about the press

SchNEWS http://www.schnews.org.uk/pages_menu/about.htm
A direct action group based in Brighton who report the news that mainstream media doesn’t.

George Monbiot http://www.monbiot.com/
Left wing political activist, journalist and author.

Kitty Killer http://kittykittykillkill.blogspot.com/
One of many leftist internet blog sites

�  This selection was prepared by students at Sheffield Hallam University





